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3M Growing Fasiln Bangladesh

Afler rambling for almost two dec
ades to set a firm foot in
Elanglnﬂmh s markel, the

M com) is now sel to charge
headlong w!lh galaxies of data stor-
age, commercial office supply and
Audio-visual (raining equipment
products

3M's business in Bangladesh is
anmg fast due to (wo years cease-

ss endeavour of thelr local agent
Kalam Enterprise. Kalam's depend-
able and solid clieni service
perfectly matched the product ex-
cellence and a worldwide
reputation o( BM as sponsor of

mcnlly. Kaiaxn Enlcrprise ar-
rarided a free 3M Communicaiion
Training Prog me for Teachers
and Tralnin nagers in thelr own
adorned conference reom at Banani
display center. Mr. Peter Campbell.
3M'’s Senlor Sales Executive of Sin-
annrc office conducted thiz train-

ng programme.

Kalam Exterprise arranged
similar two-day workshop last year
in a local hotel. Through that work-
shop Bangladeshl people for (he
frst time gm formally introduced

with 3M's aflordable” and marvel
? roduct range. Mr. Campbell in-
formed that 3M Singapore oflice
cversees 12 countries of South and
South Asla and Indla contrib-
ules hightest sales revenue among
them. Pakistan and Indonesia are
second and third respectively.

In visual preducts ment Indo-
nesia contribules most. Malaysia,
Pakistan and Srilanka are nekt.

Mr. Campbell said that though
the 3M's computer data slorage
products in_ Hangladesh arcived
quite late in 1990, they are gaining
market share with each year pass-
ng by due to its qualify and ex-
pecled reliability. “We are inmﬁam
get aggressive In Bangladesh wi
fotal ras 5: or memory technology
products”, he sald.

Mr. bell sald that the hj h
quality DI' SM s new [ormated

ies are ensurcd through addl-
ﬂnna] testing and [ormal verifica-

warranis thal all these

dlsk:nes are free from defects in
workmanship and materials lor the
lifetime of the disketies. He also
demonstrated the unique advan-
tages of 3M LCD colour Data Dis-
play in the cverhead screen from a
smaller computer monlior by the
help of a specially programmed

In Ihls workshop Il was also dis-
played computer Graphic
Films turn vital data stored ina
inlo overhead projection visuals.
3M offers a wide range of computer
fllms which allow the users (o print
stored Informatien via Laser
printer, Ink jet printer, thermal
transfer printer, impact printer or
pen_ploiler inlo ready-lo-project
overhead transparencies.

Mr. Peter Campbell who for long
12years specialized on Visual Com-
munication and on [nformation and

Imaging products  visited
Bangladesh quite a few times 1o
promote 3M products. Mr.
Camphell, a ken Sin-

? porean who can deliver leclure
ours togelher with uncanny clar-

ity and calmness keptl se-
lecuve audience spell houn He
sald "3M's sublime object is lamake
a conlerence room presentation as
compact as posstble.”

Dunnﬁ ihis after conference in-
fe liscusslon Mr. Campbell
informed that In Singapare 3M
people goes 1o.school and train
{eachers free of cost on effective use
arvlsual communication. They also

ponsor Secrelnﬁ 's week’ courses
.or thc secretarial people lo teach
them how Lo pre; good presenta-
tion pa er I'ﬂr elr bosses.
T, 1l sald “3M recetved
dr"l.s Fuod mspc-me on its visual
alds from the higher educational
and professional institules of Bang-
ladesh.”

— Azam Mahmmeod

Dr. Das an

With abstruse interest on com-
uter, tanacily, hardwork and a
usiness nose of soflware market-
Ing any Bangali professional irre-
speclive of discipline can excell in-
ternationally and of course with a
solid base of repulation. Dr, Mukti
L. Das|s the mosi curreni and glair-
lngex.ampleloHhisuphmls{lcc im.
. Mulkil Lal Das’s forefathers

hall from Comilla, Bangladesh. At
the age of one year he lefl Comilla
with his family for Assam and he
was brought up there. Dr. Das se-
cured his Civil Engineering degree
from Shibpur, Calenita and weni to
ISA for higher studies. In 1964 he

d his DAST

Long back in the early sbdies use
of compulter in Engineering field
and compuler aided englneenng
was just coming. 1 was a pleasant
colncidence for Dr. Das as he
started his carcericoin thatera. Dr.
Das with his bright foresightness
realised the impertance of eom-
puterin the days locome and slowly
changed himself in mastering the

cldity he honed and later launch his
renm.ed Civil Engineering software

T (Design and Analysis of
Slru('l ure).

Dr. Mukif Das visited Dhaka re-
cenlly {o launch his product—
through well arranged and
attended seminar in a local hotel.
DASTIshasicallyasﬂﬁwamfﬂrclvﬂ
struclure. He markets it directly
rough his own rompany Das
Consulling Inc. and also through
distribuiors,
In Bang]adesh Ap{led Comput-
ers heir

art of computer not

anl{;ln civil englneering but all sort

incering. He was working

wilh a Boston based large engincer-

ing company Chas T. Main Inc. al
that time.

Aflerward he joined as a civil en-

distributor. Dr. Das F,n!lnlmduvcd
with Mr. Falze Jamil. Mnaging Di
rector of ACT while Mr. Jamil was
studying and worjnng in Unlverslry
of Mass. at spoke

very high of Dr. Das ey humbly

slarted for Germany. where he acknowl odf “he (Dr. Das) was
Sorked a5 an eaginedr. From Ger. | SPEETIng leachier in the Univerity | 20 FER g

many he moved Tinally to USA in | Computer oriented courses for long remain competilive Dr. Das
966, S'years. In fact. from this very pha updates his much adored DAST
[ This Page is sponsored by COMPUTERLINE ]

FHHETH TR A 30y



very thros ronths and an upgracied
Verslon Ia. rekeas tware
copy protected by hnrdwnu lnLk,
TIONGLE as Europeans call it

DAST teaming with AutoCAD formsa.
solid combination. AutcCAD designs
the slructure and with the DLIKK
module crcates the tnput lo DAST for
the nn;dysls of forces in members and

mplele struetural analysis and
dLsrgn Further, the different codes
such as the American, British, Japa-
nese and Indian Code are interfaced
wilh DAST. In the near future Dr, Das
promised (o add the Bangladesh Code
ihenever avadable,

Dr, Das explained (hat input genera-
tion from graphie media ta best et
define a structural model. In any
structural mmly-.ts geometric dcﬂn!unn

two_months of alning from ACT i
working as CAD engineer In Singapore.
Dr. Das sugpested that both for getting
outside contracts and sending technt-
cal experts overseas, Bangladesh must
quL:krc embrace modern computer
based englneering {CAD & CAE]. Dr.
Das cmphasized that any delay wil
sucrly lcad to miss a scgment of market
opportunity. He added “We damt only
Jive in Bangladesh, we live in the world,
What the world does, we in Bangladest
have to do”,
Dr. Das said that lo support the
computer based enginecring infrs-
structure some software will be lwa]]?r
developed and will create job opportun
ties ror mc gmcml radiates,

nfarmed that 22 coples of
DAST Safheare s sokd 1 cric year in

Indfa. Das Delta Softwarc wﬂ Lid. is
marketing DAST in Indfa. Mr. Surafit
Bhattachar
Fession of
ture and  displa

launching seminer  in Dhaka
Bangladesh's mest rospected and re-
nowned Civil Engineer Professor Dr,
Jamilur Reza Chowdhury (popularly
knawn ns JHC) Inaguralcs. the sugust
seminar which was atended

neers and Computer Professtonals.
Faize Jami], Managtag Director of ACT
and a Structural Enginecr withwork ex-
perience in the area of CAD and CAE in
the USA, spake on Lhe cccasion. He
requested Lo contuct him to see the
demonstration of DAST and

Avio CAD- 2 Azam Mahmood

of {he structure
the other hand gocnu-l.rlc et of
slructure [s very cnsier in graphica]
medin. AutoCAL Is an excellent grapht-
cal media for this use, Thal means
Au0CAD s one of the way for gencrat-
ing Input medla for dnlng struciural
analysts and design by DA

Dr. Das informed that Illm Bangla-
desh in many developing countries the
compuler copaclty utilisation of engi-
neering firms are aboul 20% and hat
also for accounting and word process-
ing. Development Deslgn Consultant
Lid. is the first Major Bangladcshi eng-
neering consuling fem to purch.m
DAST. They emplay over 500 enginoe:

Introduction and marketing of ms'r
in mmgadu,h will be fallowed by Jolnt
e between  Applicd  Computer
T‘crhnuingms Lid. [(ACT) and Das
Consulting Inc. for developing poriton
of the DAST modules in Bangladesh, AL
present wark #s being done st Cnlcuils,
Indla and ACT and Das Consulting Inc,
are explorting wny.s Tor development of
DAST in Bangladesh.

Emphesising rightly on the averduc
Imporiance of compuler I\LcmL amony
uungmcwm Engincers, Dr. Das saj
“local experts must gt fanilier w:|h the
populir cngineering sefiwares o avail
the high potentiality of luerative over-
scas jobs. For that, Bangladesh's eng:
necring  infrastruclure must be
commputer brsed.” He emphesised
that consiruction firms also should use
rnmpmrr lnr scheduling, critical Path
Analysis

B b formed that In the mamath
Kuwait Reconstruction work ai least 50
to 60 lkeading multinational companics
will be invulved under the supervision of
feading US cnglncering companics. The
Bangladeshi cngincering consultng
firmis could get sub-contracts fn Kuwait
and from ather countries, had they been
anquinied with widely used softwares,
With his broad glebal vision and outlook
Dr. as appealed *Give the local engi-
ncers compuler twols ke CAD, CAE
e, 1hey will be sl Lo do oulside work
th case.” He assorls that Bangldeshi
enginecrs arc no way infiror ta oihers.,

New York, June 1— IBM recently
outlined a broad-based future
product pian that both impressed
analysts and lefl them skeplical.
IBM’s scope pleased analysis, but
ils vision of a radically different
compuling paradigm ralsed ques-
tions as to how it wauld happen.

IBM executives oullined a two
year product cycle thal on the hard.
ware side ranged from a family of
handheld devices 1o high-end
“video™ file servers {(hat handle
mullimedia applications over a
wide-area network.

“Many people won't recognize it Is
a compuler they're h;’f ng,” James
A, Cannavino, gener manager of
the [BM Personal s Division,
said of some of | Ms upcoming
sysiems.

Cannavino and Lhe other
execullves offered [ew speclfics,
handheld personal computers
could in. fac?-,tx:m more like con-
sumer clectronles products. Can
navinoalso poinled (o.a broad range

ware and soflware alllances

thal will creale new types of prod-
urts. Cannavino said [EM envisions
tcchno]ugy being used In such a
way as 0" some cases. .. makeob-
smm the way we've dans (hings

e ‘polnted to reduced travel
needs through the use of video-
con.erencmg {ools, for instance,

nd advances In portable comput-
1.n and communications that might
allow companies to move away from
the traditional office environment
entirely.

He said Lhe company Invesied
heavﬂy in licensing new technolo-
gles and saw communications de-

IBM edges into search for
next computer generation

1BM will aso push to develop new
server environments that can
handle much more data than
{oday's can. The mma)an y satd 1l
sees Noles servers,-dedicaled to

handling communications run over
Loius Development Corp.'s Noles
ack that will allow users (o

cka7c

uild ocal area networks around
so-called flat dalabases with easy
access to unstructured data.

This could male for an environ-
ment where a user would be able to
entera name and pecelve a list of all
documents in the database where
that name occurs and the context in
which it Is used, for instance.

These lypes of systems will be fol-
lowed to markel by vas mare
video servers, which will

ave full multimedia (data and
molion video) capabilities and will
connect wide-area networks.

IBM will also push infrared and
cellular, or radio-frequency, com-
munications as a way to fransmit
data as well as video, prompling

me analysts lo say IL Is Uylng io
circumven I:l:phmu: companles,

Cannavino said 1BM's server vi-
slon _might cutminate In & “per-
sonal” server. This might be the size
ofa commen slereo componenl and
yel be powerful enough 1o run
mation video applmau 5 casily: it

cold also be mol

1BM also m:ends u: bulld. or per-
haps license. handheld personal
digital assistants. Molorola, Inc.
was ciled as a business partner in
this effort, which could produce a
gcn -based system that would be

Id in one hand and aliow users to
keep in contact with their oflices.

Cannavinoe sakl IBM sees com-

At this point Mr. Fabe Jomil mon- | Vices Fond object-ortenled software | municalions speed and ca[:abl]illrs
tianed That ane local engincer wha got | g key initlaiives, Increasing as jast, or faster, than
This Page is sponsored by COMPUTERLINE ]
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the rate of microprocessor develop-
ment. Microprocessors double In
speed roughly every 18 months.

“There's a paradigm shift cnrntng
in communications,” he said.

ungualified in their praise.

“They have lots of good ldm
sald Dan Ness Jr.. an analyst &
Compuler lntelllgxm‘ inLa Jelh
Calil. “The question is, how do they

Looking shead

through infrared and
individuals will be able to use.

1BAf's Persorial Systems Division's strategy for the next 18 to 2d months &s as
Jollotws:

Servers :

L lA)lun Notes-specific application server 1o act as a “flat” database.
Video server—designed with tmproved bandwidth and nnln;urcssinn o run
multimedia applications— will run data and video

RF connectlons. [Thes

category 1M calls “personal” servers, the size ofia sron corvpeaen,

)
Tangora vioe recogrition product. designed for use with PCs.
Portabl

over telephone fines or
eo servers may fall fnto 3
whid

L Arnmilynr Digital Assistants that through
wircless tecl

= PCMCIA- mmpcll& Token Ring adapter card.

* _PCMClA-compatible 1.8-in.. 40M-bylc hard drive.

Analysts pointed out that [BM  market them?”
would likely have company in ils - Some analysts who attended the
efforts, with some partners, suchas briefin; skepticism over
Apple  Computer, Inc., pvanﬁ IBM sgo:n want us (o be in
flerce compelitors, Analysts said  hydroboats, butl they're giving us

BM had ssive
idoas. akhobgh few sbiatstre wert

s right ne sald Gerald
Michalski, vice president at New

Science Assoclale Inc.. a consul-
tancy In Southport. Conn. Al the
same Ume, Michalski added that he
liked many of Lhe elements of BM's
PC sl.mlcgy and sald, ‘T don't see
anﬂoﬂc else going front 1o back like

Several products likely to aj

before the ed of 1992 area 1. -1n‘

slun of its 20-MHz 1486SLC chig.

was also on display.
Robert C; . assistant
eral manager of IBM's Entry

slon, sald a voice-recognl-
u:m pm ject called Tangora is also
market. He also said the

RISC Sysiem,
Personal Syslem/2s in the future.
— Michael Fitzgerald

T, Tandy to ambush 386 notebooks with 486 attack

Te::casl Junedl{g ;'rexas In;gu—
menits, Inc. and Tandy Corp. have
jum d into 485 natebook
prlcingalmedal ush-

mg 356 nal:buﬂk! off the fast track.
h TI and Tandy's lnlel Corp.
MSGSX based notebooks are
riced around $3.000, a point be-
low the list price for B0386SL-based
nolebooks from companies such as
Compaq Computer Corp. and
‘I'hshlha America Information Sys-
, Inc. T's machines are slaled

for :val]abllily next month; Tandy's
h.lnes aré expected to ship next

"What would you h\& ad486ora

386, Il the price on the 486 was

less?” asked Nassir Ahmed. Ti's

portable producls marketing man-
er.

Al least one user said a 486 would
not be epough for a sale, “What we
want in the next generatlon Is the
485 but we also want upgradabil-

" sald Kevin manager

in Framingham, Mass.
He said TI's BatteryPro power
agemenl software made lis
claim of four 1o five hours of baitery
life seem believable, its display ls
much improved over the good dis-
play of the TravelMale 3000 and
optional small local-area network
and peripheral adapters are a good

Zwelchkenba‘llm also sald T1 had
done a good job of talloring the
roducts (o run Microsolt Cor .'s
Indows 3.1. These include
rag N Go utility, which lets uscﬂ
ove a [ile from one application to
anuther by clicking nrl icons.

Race

ile Ahmed sald'l'lbel!cmll!
pricing and features will give it as
much 2s an el gm-n&?&:l‘ wlnduwk:f
opportunily in the ling markel
for 486 notebooks, analysts dls-
a “It Is a window of appor!w

fyfnr'ﬂ ‘but ather vendors will be

oeAnn resi-
dv:nl of Stahel & Co. In Flano,

analysls said. Both companies re-

fused to comment.
Analysts said Tandy’s notebooks
well but l.hat

the same price as Tandy's recent
announced 386SL-based 333
nolebook. The $3,499 Tandy 4860

books were impressive as well
but thal their 60M-byte hard drives
and 4M byles of random-access

memory, expandable (o 20M byles.

Some analysis said 486 note-
books may well become the stan-
dard for cu?zgrallcms purchasing
new natebool

o ‘technology planrrtnng r?e"d uc oi; hngl Fitzgerald,
automation support at Pepsi- y
international, Inc. In White Flains, | Treve,o® oo e e e conscos g s
LY. ; _ TM4000 WinSX/1 TM4000 WinDX/25
‘While TI's TravelMate 4600 line 16-MHz 486SX 25-MHz 486DX
does not feature upgradability. | Main memory 4M bytes RAM, 4M byles RAM,
analysts said the 5.6-pound Trav- M bytes . Lo 20M bytes
elmale 4000 WinSX/ 16, WinSX/25 | Mass storage BOM-byte 120M-bytc
and WinDX/25 were Innavative. ‘hard drive hard drive
“I'm impressed with what th Saftware Windows 3.1 & MS-DOS 5.0
ne,” said ard Zwelchken- | BatieryPro Power Management
baum. sentor personal computer | Price 83.199 84,309
analyst at Inlernational Dala Corp. | Availability July July
L . This Page is sponsored by COMPUTERLINE
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EDI Crucial to growth of
international trade

Natlons, like individuals, buy and
sell gonds and services. Recent in-
temational developments, such as
the Imposition of economic sanc-
llons on several nations have high-
hgh'udhl:; importance of Interna-

IT is a main contributor to the

changing face of International
trade. Today ILis possible to trans-
act totally on-line. However,

whether such technology Is used to
its fullest extent Is hard (o sa;

But there certalnly are nal jons,
even in Asla, which are trying to
move to higher plains in Interna-
tional . These countries use
I:chnohgy particularly IT, exien-

sive!

Fu¥ technology to be successfully
Implemented in this sector, vast

comptiter-based networks spread-
ing across contlnents are impor-
tanL. There are several companies,
including computer vendors, who
provide International information
ncl orks 1o c: and

years and has scored successive
¥ictories in providing value-added
service lo the island's traders—both
domestic and international.

P

clent tradeing system as conven-

tional paper-based international

trading systems take up alot of time

in data entry activilies. Using EDI
t ly can is-

Some examples of such data-
bases are the
ment and Technolo)
Exchange Centre
upby theGroupcf]
led by Malaysla. ASEAN has several
databases on tourismand the travel
trade, and member countries are
talkln about a regional EDI net-
nl will link the natlot

Mcm recently, IT vendors from
the Asia-Paeific mglon got together
o discuss trade relations among
Lhcmsclvm Th: Asta-Oceanta

tion

sues related to time and distance. It
can also reduce the language prob-
lems traders face,

“If'we look at the Single Market in
Europe, the membermuntnes have
syslernalicaIJ){ trade ob-
stacles. Couniries there are deregu-

such as the UK and Germany have
got a headstart in removing barriers
and opening up lrade,

€ elimination of laws which
made It lllegal for information net-
works to compete with the local tele-

Inds

(Asucu) has decided that 1 will
install an EDI-based international
network that will offer electronic
trading opportunitles and interna-
tional databases. Australia and
Singapore and expeded to enter a

11 w:gramme
&7 P zulldfli added I believe
urhnolngy will become less of an

issue. Economic forces leave every
natlon no alternative but o invest
In IT Infrastructure. Competition in
aworld umnam¥jnm|.:nse Labour.
costs are escalating. But the costof
{elecommunications and comput-
ers have dmﬂgpad signmcnnuy

transaciions wﬁwld
One such organisation Is Va}ue
Added Data Services (VADS] Malay-
sia Sdn. Bhd., a joint venture be-
ween 1el=knm laysia and IBM
M
'For ars, Lhe rmments and
trade assoctalions of the world have
been dlligently stadardising and
harmonising the trade documents
and procedures which are so essen-
tlal Eolnlernauoml trade.
tandardisation of trade
do(,'umenis the elimination of trade
barriers and the promotion of sim-

as
made it possible for information

netwark ders to set up opera-
tlons in the EC and provide critical
inter-country communicalion sys-

tems for International EDI", he said.

EDL developments In this region
have been mainly government
driven. Singapore's TradeNet was
Introduced as a strategic initiative
under the government’s mﬂnna‘ IT
lan. % |
rshamdpmgm orEDﬁe![m Ihe
under by the 11 member
business Consariium Tradelmk_ In
Korea, the Korea Trade Net {KTWet},

by the Korea Forei)

plified trade p ave been
the full-time job of such orgamsa
tions as the National Council for
International Trade Docwmenta:
llon in the US, the Simplification of
Procedures Board in the UK,

marketing manag:r Drulkifli
Molthtar.

In Malaysia, the National Trade
Facilitation Board has been work-
Ing with the United Nations in Intro-
ducing an Aligned Documentation
System. This paper-based system Is
seen as a first step towards the
implementation of EDI.

In Singapore, the national EDI
netwark been in place for some

o
Trade Association (KFTA) will
operational by mid-1993.

DACOM and some 30 US and Ca-

ad'en retall firms are parum%ung

n the so-called Pacific Ris
[aci]{lalc the licsting and
Installation of products from Ko-
rean manufacturers.

In Talwan, the Insttute for Infor-
mation Industry (i} has mapped
out a 4-year sirategy for an EDI
Lradlng and customs network, with

e firs g::aac [for air cargo clear-
znm)tu launched by December

e Anloulwr arcl?;gl';exf ITcan l?etex—
ensively appl o improve inter-
national trade Is the setling up of
International databases.

D Kos

petitive element in ﬂn% Indus-
tries that are compuie-intensiver
ather than labour-intensive.”

Other important issues that need
to be addressed are loternational
trade laws, trans-border informa-
tion flow, privacy and ecryption

restrictions.
—K.M. Raj Eumar
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concept

Al Concepl, since 1983 we have been teaching
thousands of students in different Compuler courses.
Our students are now working successfully in
different organizations. With their excellence, they
not only built their carrier but also helped shaping
the Computer Culture in the country.

And its not at all surprising as at Concepl we not

only teach, we go for the Computer Culture,

I Concept-Generating Computer People Since 1983,

House No: 1, 2nd floor. Road No: 2, Dhanmondi. Tel : 50 16 00
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